nation of the sinner. The fifth circumstance is, ffow
many times has he sinned, if it be in his memory,
and how often he has fallen. For he that falls often
in sin, he despises the mercy of God, and increases
his sin, and is ungrateful to Christ; and he grows the
more feeble to withstand sin, and sins the more
lightly, and the more slowly rises out of sin, and is the
more reluctant to be shriven, especially by his own
confessor. For the which reasons, when folk fall
again into their old follies, either they avoid their
old confessors altogether, or else they make parts of
confession in divers places; but truly, such divided
confessions deserve no mercy of God for one's sins.
The sixth circumstance is, why a man sins, as by way
of what sort of temptation; and whether he himself
procured that temptation, or whether it came by the
incitement of other folk; or whether he sin by forcing
a woman or by her consent: or, if the sinner be a
woman, despite-all her efforts were she forced or not
—this shaU £fTe tell; and whether for greed of gain or
for stress"x)f poverty, and whether it was of her own
procuring, or not; and all such trappings. The
seventh circumstance is, in what manner he has done
his sin, or how she has suffered men to do it unto
her. And the same shall the man tell fully, with all
the circumstances; and whether he has sinned with
common brothel-women, or not; or has done his sin
in holy times, or not; in fasting times, or not; or
before confession, or after his last shriving; and
whether he has, pefradventure, broken therefor his
enjoined penance; by whose help and by whose
counsel; by sorcery or cunning: all must be told. All
these things, according as they are great or small,
burden the conscience of a man. And, too, that the
priest who is your judge shall be the better advised
to his judgment in giving you penance, that is, ac-
cording to your contrition. For understand well that
after a man has defiled his baptism by sin, if he would
salvation, there is no other way than by peni-
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